
For Secondary Students of History

Winter 2016 A Partner of HISTORY® Issue XXIX

	 My	 paper,	 “The	 Comanche	
Transition:	 From	 Horsemen	 to	
Herdsmen,”	provided	a	holistic	view	
of	 the	 fall	 of	 the	 Comanches	 from	
unparalleled	 dominance	 on	 the	
horseback	to	a	life	on	the	reservation.	
From	the	late	17th	century	to	the	early	
20th	century,	the	Comanches	rode	a	
roller	coaster	of	success	and	failure,	
of	freedom	and	confinement.	

	 I	 started	 research	 for	 my	
paper	in	September	2014	by	spending	
time	in	the	archives	at	the	Panhandle	
Plains	 Historical	 Museum.	 Among	
the	numerous	books	and	manuscripts	
and	newspaper	clippings,	an	incipient	
idea	for	what	I	wanted	my	paper	to	
be	about	begun	 to	 form.	This	 small	
plan,	over	the	course	of	a	few	more	
months	 of	 research,	 finally	 became	
something	coherent	and	tangible.	

	 After	 reading	 some	 of	 the	
seminal	books	on	Comanche	history	
such	as	“The	Comanche	Empire”	by	
Pekka	Hämäläinen	and	“Comanches:	
The	 History	 of	 a	 People”	 by	 T.R.	
Fehrenbach,	 I	 formed	 a	 research	
question	 that	 took	 a	 specific	 angle	
but	 also	 allowed	 me	 to	 provide	
a	 comprehensive	 analysis	 of	 the	
circumstances	 that	 surrounded	 the	
issues	brought	up	by	the	question.	

	 I	 developed	 my	 paper	 with	
two	distinct	parts.	In	the	first	section,	
I	wanted	to	understand	what	factors	
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ultimately	 forced	 the	 Comanches	
from	 their	 homelands.	 With	 this	
question	 included	 understanding	
the	 effect	 of	 the	 decimation	 of	 the	
buffalo	 population	 along	 with	 the	
increasing	 effectiveness	 of	 Anglo-
American	 frontier	 warfare	 as	 a	
whole.	 How	 did	 the	 Comanches,	
a	 tenacious	 tribe	 that	 staved	 off	
French,	Spanish,	and	even	American	
exploration,	 eventually	 fall	 from	
complete	 dominance	 on	 the	 Plains	
to	life	on	the	reservation?

	 Many	 frontiersmen	 and	
citizens	 who	 saw	 the	 Comanches	
in	 action	 on	 horseback	 cited	 them	
as	 some	of	 the	best	warriors	 in	 the	
world.	On	the	Great	Plains,	called	a	
“sea	of	grass”	by	Spanish	explorers,	
the	 Comanches	 were	 redoubtable	
warriors.	 They	 were	 masters	 of	 the	
geography,	knowing	and	thriving	in	
a	 land	 that	 scared	 and	 claimed	 the	
lives	of	many	people.	

	 The	 earliest	 Texas	 Rangers,	
or	 the	 group	 of	 frontiersmen	
that	 sought	 to	 protect	 American	
westward	 expansion,	 fought	
and	 failed	 miserably	 against	 the	
Comanches	in	the	early	19th	century.	
A	 combination	 of	 lack	 of	 training,	
disorganization,	 insufficient	 arms,	
and	 ineffective	 battle	 strategies	
led	 to	 massive	 failures	 by	 the	 early	
Rangers.	

	 History	 is	 more	 than	 a	
recollection	 of	 mere	 facts;	 it	 is	
an	 understanding	 of	 a	 society	 or	
group	 of	 people,	 similar	 to	 us,	 that	
existed	 in	 a	 fully	 functional	 world.	
Instead	 of	 looking	 at	 events	 from	
one	 perspective,	 we	 should	 seek	 to	
look	 at	 history	 as	 something	 wholly	
complex	 and	 multi-faceted.	 This	 is	
what	I	sought	to	do	when	I	wrote	and	
researched	a	paper	on	the	Comanche	
People	that	was	later	published	in	the	
2015	Winter	Edition	of	The Concord 
Review. 
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	 With	 time,	 however,	 brought	 technological	 advances.	 The	 American	 Industrial	 Revolution	 and	 Civil	
War	brought	 the	advent	of	newer	and	more	effective	guns.	These	guns,	 coupled	with	 the	 loss	of	 the	buffalo	and	
the	 introduction	of	better	fighting	strategies	on	the	part	of	 the	Texas	Rangers,	helped	finally	bring	 the	dominant	
Comanches	to	a	point	of	no	return.	

	 In	1875,	after	the	Red	River	War	had	essentially	forced	the	rest	of	the	Comanches	to	relocate	to	the	reservation,	
Quanah	 Parker	 led	 his	 Kwahadi	 band,	 the	 last	 and	 most	 powerful	 Comanche	 band,	 to	 the	 Kiowa-Comanche	
Reservation	at	Fort	Sill.	This	move	was	not	one	of	resignation	but	rather	one	of	redefinition.	

	 The	 second	 part	 of	 my	 essay	 focuses	 on	 the	 Comanches	 time	 on	 the	 reservation.	 Books	 by	 Comanche	
historian	William	T.	Hagan	as	well	as	primary	source	accounts	of	the	time	on	the	reservation	helped	me	write	this	
segment	of	the	paper.	I	sought	to	chronologically	analyze	how	the	Comanches	became	involved	in	the	cattle	industry	
and	to	what	extent	this	involvement	helped	them	secure	a	relatively	stable	new	lifestyle.	

	 On	top	of	learning	about	and	understanding	the	Comanches,	I	learned	more	about	the	research	and	writing	
process.	I	started	the	paper	three	or	four	times	before	I	finally	found	the	angle	I	wanted	to	take	and	the	correct	way	
to	take	it.	A	well-written	historical	paper	is	always	a	well-researched	paper.	Forming	an	arguable	research	question	is	
key,	and	vast	knowledge	of	the	topic	helps	tremendously.	

	 I	was	honored	to	be	published,	and	it	never	could	have	happened	without	the	research	and	hundreds	of	edits	
that	my	paper	went	through	as	well	as	the	support	I	received	from	my	family	and	my	history	teacher,	Mr.	Haney.	

	**	To	read	Vikram	Shaw’s	paper	please	click	here ***
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The Concord Review	 would	 like	 to	 receive	 outstanding	 history	 research	 papers	 by	 high	 school	 students,	 on	 any	
historical	topic,	ancient	or	modern,	domestic	or	foreign.

TCR	 has	 published	 exemplary	 history	 papers	 (around	 6,000	 words	 with	 endnotes	 and	 bibliography)	 by	 1,176	
secondary	students	from	44	states	and	40	other	countries	in	107	quarterly	issues	since	1987.	TCR	publishes	about	7%	

of	the	papers	received.

Find	more	information,	and	a	submission	form,	on	their
website	at:	http://www.tcr.org/submit

Please	direct	any	inquiries	to:	Will	Fitzhugh,	Founder,	at:	fitzhugh@tcr.org

http://media.wix.com/ugd/705486_bebe2488091d481d88ecbf66ee15a91c.pdf
http://www.tcr.org/submit
mailto:fitzhugh@tcr.org
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	 Heritage	Christian	Academy’s	first	lecture,	part	
of	a		lecture	series,	was	on	the	“Polar	Bears”,	also	known	
as	 “Detroit’s	 own”.	 The	 speaker	 Mike	 Grobbel,	 who	
happens	to	be	the	president	of	the	Polar	Bear	Memorial	
Association,	told	us	the	general	story	of	the	“Polar	Bears”.	
The	History	Club	also	went	to	Michigan’s Military and 
Space Heroes Museum,	where	we	learned	more	about	
the	“Polar	Bears”	and	other	military	personnel.		

	 The	 American	 Expedition	 into	 North	 Russia	
near	 the	 close	 of	
the	 Great	 War	
(World	 War	 One)	
has	 remained	 in	
the	 background	
of	 history.	 This	
e x p e d i t i o n	
though	 was	 in	
fact	 an	 invasion	 of	
Russia!	 This	 is	 not	
commonly	 told	
in	 the	 classroom,	
or	 even	 outside	
of	 academia.	 It	 is	
surprising	to	know	
that	 the	 American	
men	 involved	 had	
no	real	idea	what	it	
was	for	and	details	
are	 still	 confusing	
on	 why	 they	 were	
even	sent	there.	The	main	unit	was	the	��9th	Infantry	
regiment,	which	was	also	known	as	“Detroit’s	own”,	as	
they	were	made	up	mostly	of	men	from	Detroit.	They	
would	fight	alongside	British,	Canadian,	White	Russian,	
and	French	soldiers	against	the	Bolsheviks.

	 They	 arrived	 to	 Archangel	 on	 Sept.	 4th	 1918,	
and	then	were	put	under	British	command.	Archangel	
is	about	600	miles	north	of	Moscow,	and	60	miles	south	
of	the	Arctic	circle.	They	were	sent	to	the	front	almost	
immediately	 and	 their	 first	 engagement	 was	 on	 Sept.	
11,	1918.	The	equipment	 that	 they	were	supplied	with	
was	totally	insufficient	for	the	extreme	weather	in	North	
Russia.	The	men	of	the	��9th	had	to	buy	from	the	locals	
to	stay	warm	in	the	harsh	northern	winters.	All	of	their	
original	 boots	 supplied	 to	 them	 were	 burned	 as	 they	
were	entirely	useless	to	them.	As	the	plan	changed	from	

CHAPTER FOCUS: HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY (MI)

defending	supplies—which	were	long	gone—to	taking	a	
railway,	they	fought	the	Bolshevik	forces	and	were	able	
to	drive	them	from	their	positions.

	 Some	 of	 the	 major	 battles	 were	 the	 battle	 of	
Toulgas,	and	the	battle	of	Kodish.	In	the	battle	of	Toulgas	
the	Bolsheviks	had	forced	the	“Polar	Bears”	to	retreat	to	
Toulgas.	 The	 American	 and	 British	 forces	 entrenched	
themselves	 in	 this	 village.	 The	 Bolsheviks	 staged	 a	
diversionary	 attack	 to	 the	 south	 and	 then	 their	 main	

force	 advanced	
from	 the	 west	
through	a	swampy	
ravine,	 but	 heavy	
machine	 gun	 fire	
prevented	 them	
from	 advancing	
into	 the	 village.	
They	 regrouped	
and	 advanced	
from	 the	 north,	
but	were	prevented	
from	 advancing	
farther	than	a	field	
hospital	 that	 was	
unguarded	 by	 the	
work	 of	 Canadian	
artillery.	 The	
next	 morning	 the	
Bolsheviks	 tried	
from	 the	 south	 to	

cross	a	bridge	defended	by	a	wooded	blockhouse.	Once	
their	artillery	had	hit	it,	their	infantry	tried	to	cross.	It	
was	to	no	avail	as	the	American	company	held	them	off	
with	their	deadly	machine	gun	fire.	While	all	of	this	was	
happneing,	the	Royal	Scots	liberated	the	field	hospital.	

	 Even	though	the	Great	War	ended	on	Nov.	11th	
the	“Polar	Bears”	didn’t	come	home.	They	had	become	
stuck	 in	 Northern	 Russia	 for	 the	 winter,	 and	 weren’t	
withdrawn	 until	 May!	 Once	 they	 returned	 they	 were	
greeted	 with	 a	 great	 celebration	 in	 Detroit.	 Over	 the	
course	of	this	operation	more	than	82	men	were	killed	
in	action.
	 	 										*	Noah Kitzman,	Club	Historian
	

http://www.michigansmilitarymuseum.com/
http://www.michigansmilitarymuseum.com/
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Rainier Jr/Sr High School (OR) student	David	Placido	and	Club	Advisor,	Andrew	Demko,	were	recently	honored	at	the	Library	
of	Congress	in	Washington,	D.C.	Placido	was	one	of	six	students	nationwide	to	be	recognized	for	his	outstanding	contribution	to	
the	Hometown Heroes Service Learning Project.	This	high	school-level	program	is	intended	to	increase	the	public’s	awareness	
of	the	contributions	military	service	members	made	to	our	country	during	the	Vietnam	War.	Pictured	from	left	to	right	at	U.S.	

Newnan High School and East Coweta High School (GA) recently	collaborated	on	a	field	trip	to	the	MLK Center	and	Jimmy 
Carter Center	in	Atlanta.	In	addition	to	visiting	both	museums,	they	also	made	a	stop	at	“The	Varsity”,	the	world’s	largest	drive-in	

restaurant	which	has	been	serving	people	in	the	Atlanta	area	since	1928.

http://www.vvmf.org/hometown-heroes
http://www.thekingcenter.org/plan-your-visit
http://www.cartercenter.org/index.html
http://www.cartercenter.org/index.html
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Community Christian School (FL) participated	in	the	annual	Pearl	Harbor	and	Pacific	War	survivors	ceremony	at	Patrick	Air	
Force	Base.	The	Club	displayed	the	photograph	and	print	collection	which	had	belonged	to	Pearl	Harbor	attack	survivor,	Mr.	
Elwood	R.	Neener,	Jr.		for	whom	their	Club	is	named	in	honor	of.	His	widow	bequeathed	the	forty-plus	framed	collection	to	the	

Club	last	August.	The	display	had	been	a	regular	part	of	this	ceremony	for	many	years	before	Mr.	Neener’s	death	in	2010.

Academy of American Studies (NY)	has	been	preparing	 for	New	York	City	History	Day.	They	took	a	 trip	 to	 the	National 
Archives	in	Lower	Manhattan	to	have	an	education	specialist-led	workshop	on	how	to	access	their	facilities	to	conduct	research.			

Here	is	the	group	outside	the	archives,	which	is	located	in	the	Alexander	Hamilton	Customs	House.

https://www.archives.gov/nyc/
https://www.archives.gov/nyc/
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Richard Montgomery High School (MD) went	on	a	field	trip	to	Arlington National Cemetery.	Each	member	of	the	Club	who	
attended	was	responsible	for	selecting	and	researching	one	person	in	the	cemetery.	Once	they	were	there,	they	visited	each	of	

these	graves	as	a	group,	and	the	student	who	selected	that	person	gave	a	brief	biographical	description.	Highlights	included	
Medgar	Evers,	Robert	Peary,	Anita	McGee,	and	Dashiell	Hammett.	

West Milford High School (NJ) took	part	in	their	first	History	
Bowl—obviously	enjoying	it!	One	of	their	two	teams	made	it	
to	 the	 first	 round	 of	 the	 playoffs,	 and	 they	 look	 forward	 to	

competing	again	in	the	future.					

Abington Jr. High School (PA)	 gathered	 to	 make	
Valentine’s	Day	cards	for	patients	at	the	Philadelphia	VA	
Hospital.	 The	 Club	 has	 partnered	 with	 the	 hospital	 for	

many	years	to	support	those	who	served	our	country.

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/
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	 This	 Spring	 the	 NHC	 and	 George	 Washington’s	
Mount	Vernon	will	again	co-sponsor	the	“History	Student	of	
the	Year”	prize.	Each	chapter	will	choose	a	recipient	for	this	
award,	and	s/he	will	receive	an	autographed	copy	of	a	history	
book.	This	is	the	12th	year	of	the	partnership	between	Mount	
Vernon	and	the	NHC	to	sponsor	this	prestigious	award.

	 The	 book	 prize	 this	 year	 will	 be	 an	 autographed	
hardcover	 copy	 of	 George Washington’s Journey: The 
President Forges a New Nation by	T.H.	Breen.

 Mount Vernon	 is	 the	 most	 popular	 historic	 estate	
in	America.	The	estate,	gardens	and	farm	of	Mount	Vernon	
totaled	some	8,000	acres	in	the	18th	century.	Today,	roughly	
500	acres	have	been	preserved	16	miles	south	of	Washington,	
DC,	on	the	banks	of	the	Potomac	River.	Visitors	can	see	20	
structures	and	50	acres	of	gardens	as	they	existed	in	1799,	as	
well	as	the	tombs	of	George	and	Martha	Washington.	Mount	
Vernon	welcomes	an	average	of	1,000,000	visitors	each	year.	

http://www.mountvernon.org/
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LESSONS OF LEADERSHIP CONTEST

*	Guidelines:	Leaders	have	always	been	called	upon	to	make	critically	important	decisions,	ones	that	can	determine	
the	fate	of	their	people	while	also	shaping	how	they	are	viewed	in	a	historical	context.	With	the	upcoming	Presidential	
Election,	the	NHC	and	The	HBE	Foundation	present	the	�rd	annual	Lessons of Leadership Contest,	which	invites	
student	members	of	the	NHC	to	select	an	elected	official	and	describe	how	this	person	risked	his	or	her	career	
making	a	decision	that	was	at	odds	with	public	opinion.	Using	descriptive	examples	of	the	risks,	consequences,	
and	rewards	associated	with	this	act	of	political	courage,	we	seek	to	be	inspired	by	the	vision	and	determination	of	
previous	leaders,	whose	courage	and	honor	can	guide	us	today.	Students	are	encouraged	to	think	broadly	for	this	
contest,	and	figures	can	range	from	ancient	to	modern,	domestic	(local,	state,	national)	and	foreign.

Contest	entries	can	be	submitted	in	any	three	of	the	following	formats:

	 *	An	essay	of	not	more	than	2,000	words,	supplemented	with	a	bibliography	and	endnotes.	Entries	may	be	
submitted	in	either	of	the	following	forms:	1)	Microsoft	Word	document	or	2)	PDF	document.

	 *	A	documentary	that	reflects	your	ability	to	communicate	your	figure’s	importance,	and	also	helps	you	
develop	skills	in	using	photographs,	video,	graphic	presentations,	etc.	Documentaries	should	not	exceed	more	than	
10	minutes,	and	sources	used	should	be	credited	in	an	annotated	bibliography.
	
	 *	A	website	that	reflects	your	ability	to	use	website	design	software	and	computer	technology	to	communicate	
how	your	historical	figure	influenced	history.	Your	website	should	include	a	collection	of	web	pages,	interconnected	
with	hyperlinks,	that	presents	primary	and	secondary	sources	and	interactive	multimedia.	Sources	used	should	be	
credited	in	an	annotated	bibliography.

All	entries	must	be	received	by	April	1,	2016	and	can	be	emailed	to	Bob	Nasson	at	rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.
org (please	type	“Lessons	of	Leadership”	in	the	subject	 line).	Submissions	will	be	 judged	by	the	NHC	Advisory	
Board	and	winners	will	be	announced	at	the	end	of	April.

Awards:
First	Place	-	$2,000

Second	Place	-	$1,000	(two	prizes)
Third	Place	-	$500	(two	prizes)

mailto:rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.org
mailto:rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.org
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