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Douglas Wilder’s career in public 
service spans 40 plus years and is 
noted for several historic milestones. 
Mr. Wilder became the first African-
American to be elected governor in 
the U.S., leading the Commonwealth 
of Virginia from 1990 to 1994. 
Legislative achievements include 
providing state health care coverage 
for sickle-cell anemia patients, 
toughening penalties for capital 
murderers, and expanding low and 
moderate income housing. In 2004, 
he ran for Mayor of Richmond and 
received 80% of the vote. He served 
until 2009 as Mayor. Presently, Mr. 
Wilder is a Distinguished Professor 
at  Virg in ia  C ommonwe a lt h 
University’s L. Douglas Wilder 
School of Government and Public 
Affairs. 

 When Virginians elected 
me the first African-American 
governor of a U.S. state in 1989, 
I knew that I was embarking 
on a tremendous undertaking. 
The voters had put a significant 
amount of faith in me and my 
ability to lead, at a time that proved 
even more challenging than any 
of us could have predicted. 

 Moreover, having grown 
up with a deep understanding 
of the unique and significant 
role that Virginia played in 
shaping our nation’s history, I saw 
myself in a long line of Virginia 
governors, that included Patrick 
Henry and Thomas Jefferson.  
History has always been among 
my favorite interests.

 America, as the noted 
historian Theodore White wrote, 
is continually in search of itself; 
and every twenty or thirty years, 
that need becomes more apparent. 
We are at such a time now, as the 
influence of money has become 
more influential than ever in our 
political process. 

 I have adopted a favored 
expression of a “one word 
definition of government or 
politics” and that is “money”. 

When I speak, especially to 
students, I like to ask if anyone 
present can name a government 
program or proposal of any kind 
that does not involve money. 
Often, a few bright persons will 
pipe up with a social issue, such 
as abortion or gay marriage, and 
before I can even address the 
myriad financial issues that hinge 
on those subjects, they almost 
immediately realize their error. 
There is no political decision 
that does not involve money, 
and history has proven that it is 
imperative that we follow the 
money if we are to understand 
the workings of our government. 

 As public figures often 
do now, I raised these questions 
on my Twitter account recently. 
Subsequently, I had an interview 
with a researcher at the PEW 
Research Center who told me that 
when he read my Tweet initially, 
he thought that I was referencing 
the cost of elections, but then he 
saw the furtherance of the Tweet 
which elaborated on the money, 
questioning where the money 
comes from; how it is spent; how 
it is replenished; and who makes 
those decisions? 
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 He was partly right about the influence of money in the electoral process. When you consider 
that the Illinois primary is months away, but that the race is already on track to be the most expensive in 
political history, overtaking the $280 million spent in California in 2010. In Illinois, election spending has 
increased by 741% this year compared with the same period in the previous election. Though he raised 
$830,000 in ten months, one candidate dropped out of the race. Even though he was reelected in his ward 
with 83% of the vote, he felt he couldn’t compete in the gubernatorial contest and lamented that our politics 
is about wealthy people funding wealthy candidates.  Needless to say, the amount of money poured into 
politics today does not bode well for persons seeking office who are not wealthy. This problem is not unique 
to either America or the current time, in fact, history teaches us that such concerns have been a part of the 
political process, so long as there has been a political process.

 I think that one of the most important things we as Americans can do today is to insist and demand 
that the true history of our nation be studied, made known, discussed, and debated. This has never been 
adequately attempted. The true history has been romanticized, omitted, altered and/or not taught. It is with 
this in mind that I have sought to begin telling all of our stories through the establishment of a slavery 
museum, and it is in this vein that I would encourage students of history to look first toward their primary 
texts, to their elders, to hold us accountable for passing on what we have learned. As the African proverb 
states, “when someone dies, a library burns to the ground.”

 But, in turning back to America, if we truly are a nation of laws, not of men, if we are truly one 
nation indivisible, with liberty and justice for all, if we truly are the home of the free, then where have been 
those who would lead us to implement, enshrine, and embellish those noble principles into reality? When 
I was a young man, I learned from the words of Socrates, “know your right and then proceed,” and I have 
also always believed, when a thing is right, the time is always right. n

vvvvv

The TCR Academy for Summer 2018 has a $30,000 grant for six scholarships for high school History teachers who 
want to spend two weeks in residence, with guidance, mentoring, and support, working on their own new 6,000-

word History research paper with the faculty of The Concord Review Summer Program in Boston in July. 

There are openings for six more teachers who can bring their own professional development funds. For more 
information please contact Will Fitzhugh, at fitzhugh@tcr.org.

mailto:fitzhugh%40tcr.org?subject=
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Access to the NHC network, which includes chapters in 44 states and over 17,000 members, is a great benefit of 
joining the NHC. We encourage you to read about other chapters in your state or across the country, and to contact 
a fellow Advisor to swap ideas or explore new opportunities! Also, to explore specific sites click on the bolded text to 
be redirected to the website.

Brown County High School (IN) students got to experience medieval times in the present at the Ohio 
Renaissance Festival through a variety of performances with people in costumes of the time period, 

including a live jousting tournament! 

Collegium Charter School (PA) members visited the Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia, where they 
engaged in conversation about the history of the prison and discussed the state of the prison system in the U.S.

https://www.renfestival.com
https://www.renfestival.com
https://www.easternstate.org
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Commack High School’s (NY) History Honor Society held a fund-raiser to benefit those affected by the recent 
rash of hurricanes in the United States. Students sold American flag pins and ribbons to teachers, students, and 
families in their community during spirit week and also on Veterans Day. The group ended up raising close to $900! 

Covington Latin School (KY) once again traveled to Europe during the summer, this time to Ireland and England. 
The highlight of their trip was being able to see Trooping the Colour, which is the official celebration of the Queen’s 

birthday. The colorful display of pageantry features 1,400 officers on parade, 200 horses, and over 400 musicians.
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As part of their coordination of a school-wide Constitution Week celebration Hidden Valley High School (VA)  
club members ran voter registration drives at lunch and also encouraged the entire student body to wear red, white 

and blue. Here they are forming a human chain outside their school!

Maggie L. Walker Governor’s School (VA) held History Honor Society inductions in October, at which former 
Virginia Governor Doug Wilder spoke to the students. Mr. Wilder served as the Governor of Virginia from 1990-

1994, and spoke to the students on the subject of providing effective political leadership in a divided America.
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Hopewell Middle School (TX) visiting the 
Williamson Museum to see the new exhibit on World 
War I as well as going to the Georgetown Courthouse.

Mineola HS (TX) has obtained Historic Texas Cemetery 
designation for Rockfield Cemetery, an African-
American cemetery established during Reconstruction.

Moline High School (IL) organized a school-wide assembly on Veterans Day to honor and recognize veterans in 
their community. At this assembly veterans from World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the Iraq War spoke about their 
experiences in the Armed Forces and their lasting memories. The Club incorporated a Q&A session into the event 

which helped students understand more about the bravery and dedication of these men in service to this country.



    Fall 2017, Issue XXXIII 7 

Manasquan High School (NJ) on a walking food tour of Little Italy and Chinatown in 
New York City.  Students got to experience the combination of culture, history, food and 

fun through the tour that was led by Ahoy NY Tours & Tasting.

South Walton High School (FL) students visiting 
the USS Alabama, a battleship that was commissioned 
in 1942 and served in the Atlantic and Pacific in WWII.

Williams Bay High School (WI) designed and placed 
this memorial in front of their school to honor alumni 

veterans that have served this country.

https://www.ahoynewyorkfoodtours.com
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LESSONS OF LEADERSHIP CONTEST

Hometown Heroes

* Guidelines: While we often recognize and honor figures of national prominence, there are many 
individuals in our local communities who may not get the spotlight they deserve, people who have had a 
sizable influence on our towns, cities, and states. These people are from all different eras and backgrounds: 
It’s the educator who your school is named after who opened it back in the 1800s. It’s the World War II 
veteran who fought for our country and has resided in your town for the past 50 years. It’s the past mayor 
of your city or governor of your state who was the driving force behind modernizing where you live. It’s the 
nurse or doctor who has had a hospital dedicated to them for the life-saving work they did in their field. 
Hometown Heroes are all around us—even if sometimes we don’t realize it—and it’s time to honor their 
legacies.

With the generous support of The HBE Foundation, the NHC encourages student members to select a 
figure (local or state-wide) and examine how that person’s actions helped make a lasting, positive impact 
on history. Contest entries can be submitted in any three of the following formats:

 * An essay of not more than 2,000 words, supplemented with a thorough bibliography and 
endnotes. Entries may be submitted in either of the following forms: 1) Microsoft Word document or 2) 
PDF document.

 * A documentary or PowerPoint presentation that reflects your ability to communicate your 
figure’s importance, and also helps you develop skills in using photographs, video, graphic presentations, 
etc. Documentaries should not exceed more than 10 minutes, and sources used should be credited in an 
annotated bibliography.

 * A website that reflects your ability to use website design software and computer technology to 
communicate how your historical figure influenced history. Your website should include a collection of 
web pages, interconnected with hyperlinks, that presents primary and secondary sources and interactive 
multimedia. Sources used should be credited in an annotated bibliography.

All entries must be received by April 1, 2018 and can be emailed to Bob Nasson at rnasson@
nationalhistoryclub.org (please type “Lessons of Leadership” in the subject line). Submissions will be 
judged by the NHC Advisory Board and winners will be announced at the end of April.

Awards:

First Place - $2,000
Second Place - $1,000 (two prizes)

Third Place - $500 (two prizes)

mailto:rnasson%40nationalhistoryclub.org?subject=
mailto:rnasson%40nationalhistoryclub.org?subject=
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The NHC would like to recognize the following colleges and universities as supporters of our organization. We 
strongly encourage students who are considering majoring in history in college, and may be applying to one of 

these schools, to visit the school’s website listed down below to find out more about the history department.

American University

Barnard College

Brandeis University

Brown University

Carnegie Mellon University

Coe College

DePaul University

Georgia Tech University

Grand Valley State University

Fordham University

Franklin & Marshall College

Harvard University

Johns Hopkins University

Kean University

Marquette University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Mount Holyoke College

Northwestern University

New York University

Oberlin College

Ohio University

Ohio State University

Penn State University

Princeton University

Rice University

Rollins College

St. John’s University (NY)

Stanford University

Suffolk University

Swarthmore College

Syracuse University

Temple University

Texas Christian University

University of Alabama

University of California Los Angeles

University of Chicago

University of Cincinnati

University of Colorado

University of Florida

University of Iowa

UMass Amherst

University of Oklahoma

University of Pennsylvania

University of Rhode Island

University of Tennessee

University of Texas at Austin

University of Vermont

University of Wisconsin Madison

Vanderbilt University

Wake Forest University

Wellesley College

http://www.american.edu/cas/history/
http://history.barnard.edu/
https://www.brandeis.edu/departments/history/
https://www.brown.edu/academics/history/home
http://www.history.cmu.edu/
http://www.coe.edu/academics/history
http://las.depaul.edu/history/
http://www.hts.gatech.edu/
https://www.gvsu.edu/history/
http://www.fordham.edu/academics/programs_at_fordham_/history_department/index.asp
http://www.fandm.edu/history
http://history.fas.harvard.edu/
http://history.jhu.edu/
http://history.kean.edu/
http://www.marquette.edu/history/
https://history.mit.edu
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/history
http://www.history.northwestern.edu
http://history.fas.nyu.edu/page/home
https://new.oberlin.edu/arts-and-sciences/departments/history/
http://www.ohio.edu/cas/history/
https://history.osu.edu
http://history.psu.edu/
http://www.princeton.edu/history/
http://history.rice.edu/
http://www.rollins.edu/history/
http://www.stjohns.edu/academics/schools-and-colleges/st-johns-college-liberal-arts-and-sciences/history
http://www.stanford.edu/dept/history/home/index.html
https://www.suffolk.edu/college/departments/11765.php
https://www.swarthmore.edu/history
http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/hist/
http://www.temple.edu/history/
https://addran.tcu.edu/history/
http://history.ua.edu/
http://www.history.ucla.edu
https://history.uchicago.edu/
http://www.artsci.uc.edu/departments/history.html
http://history.colorado.edu/
http://www.history.ufl.edu/
https://clas.uiowa.edu/history/
http://www.umass.edu/history/
http://history.ou.edu/
http://www.history.upenn.edu/
http://www.uri.edu/artsci/his/
http://history.utk.edu
http://www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/history/
http://www.uvm.edu/~history/
https://history.wisc.edu
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/history/
http://college.wfu.edu/history/
http://www.wellesley.edu/History/


NATIONAL HISTORY CLUB

The NHC would like to express our gratitude to the following people and organizations who 
make our important work possible...

The National History Club is a 501(c)(3) organization that relies on grants and donations to support efforts. 
If you are passionate about history and would like to contribute to our mission of promoting history at the 

secondary level please contact Robert Nasson (rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.org). 

www.nationalhistoryclub.org

John Abele

Charles Aulino

HISTORY®

George Washington’s Mount Vernon

The HBE Foundation

ACLS Humanities E-Book

Ahoy New York Tours and Tasting

American Association for State and Local History

Boyertown Museum of Historic Vehicles

Centre for International Governance Innovation

Dole Institute of Politics

Gilder Lehrman Institute

HarperCollins Publishing

History News Network

History 500

Laurel Hill Cemetery

Museum of Florida History

National Council for History Education

National Vietnam War Museum

National World War I Museum

National World War II Museum

Omohundro Institute of Early American History

Organization of American Historians

Parkview High School (GA)

Penguin Random House

Smithsonian Institution

Society of Architectural Historians

The Concord Review

The Churchill Centre

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund

Patrick Allitt (Professor, Emory)

Peter Baldwin (Professor, UCLA)

Rick & Barbara Berenson

Rick Bitsky

Philip Burnham

Don Farinacci

Will Fitzhugh

Joan & Rick Gier

Frances & John Pepper

Gary Rowe

Jim Schneider

Henry Seng

Gina Shannon

Art Snyder

Rick Sperry

Steve Wheatley

mailto:rnasson@nationalhistoryclub.org
http://www.nationalhistoryclub.org
http://www.history.com
http://www.mountvernon.org/
http://www.humanitiesebook.org/
https://www.ahoynewyorkfoodtours.com
http://www.aaslh.org
http://boyertownmuseum.org/
http://www.balsillieschool.ca/
http://www.doleinstitute.org/
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.harpercollins.com/
http://hnn.us/
http://history500.com/links/
http://www.thelaurelhillcemetery.org/index.php?flash=1
http://www.museumoffloridahistory.com/
http://www.nche.net/
http://www.nationalvnwarmuseum.org/
https://theworldwar.org/
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/
http://oieahc.wm.edu/
http://www.oah.org/
http://global.penguinrandomhouse.com/
http://www.si.edu/
http://www.sah.org/
http://www.tcr.org
http://www.winstonchurchill.org/
http://www.vvmf.org/

